[High number of bile duct injuries in cholecystectomy. There is a connection with the use of the laparoscopic technique].
During the 1990s 152 cases with injuries of the bile ducts in connection with cholecystectomy in 81% performed via laparoscopic technique were reported to the Swedish Patients' Insurance Company. In 116 cases there was a lesion of the common duct, in 24 cases there was a defect in the duct. A peroperative cholangiogram was carried out in more than two thirds of the cases. Lesions of the common duct could in most cases be repaired with suture and drainage. In 44 cases, however, a Roux anastomosis to the small intestine had to be performed. To prevent bile duct injuries during cholecystectomy, the anatomy of the operative field must be clarified before tubular structures are divided. Peroperative cholangiography as routine during cholecystectomy is recommended.